o« o if 1 are fed by God and not onr owm desires, we bave an

opporrunity to be INFLUENCERS and affect lives.”




By Lisa Sloan

Actress and author Nancy Stafford doesn’t aim to leave her .ﬂ'f'gm}'
on film or the printed page. Instead, she ﬁ'#fj her greatest work is
helping others draw closer to Christ, whether they live next door or

RS !;JI" g!'lﬂbf'.

IN HER 25 YEARS AS AN ACTRESS, NANCY STAFFORD has had some no-
table roles, including thar of Andy Griffith’s resourceful law partner, Michelle, on
the long-running relevision series Maslack, which can still be seen in syndication.
However, her greatest roles have largely been played offscreen—as a Christian auchor
and speaker, a board member of several organizations that minister to the Hollywood
community, and a pastor’s wife. Not content to rest on her laurels, though, Nancy
continues to ook for new ways 1o serve the Lord in the second half of life.

“New beginnings are not just for the young,” says Nancy, 54, who believes thar
Gaod is calling her and others of her generation, telling them: "It is not we late; 1
still have |1||:'||I_:.' fosr You o do.”

In fact, she believes thar maturity bewer equips us for service. An outing during
a recent trip to Egypr reinforced that belick, While warching the production of pa-
pyrus, she saw the plant material being soaked. pounded, squeczed. and compressed
unil it finally became something ro be written upon. “It is the same with us,” she ob-
serves, Life may have shaken, wounded. or compressed us, but now we are softened

and finally able ro be in a place where Gowd ean write something on our hearts.”
While she continues her work with Christian organizations that serve those in
the entertainment industry and a busy schedule of speaking ar colleges, retrears,
and conferences, Nancy also has found herself embracing a more global outlook,
which she views as a natural progression af her minisery. “We may enter midlife
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“We henor Christ with all of

our life. In every occupation

and work environmens, we
are REFLECTIONS OF
WHO HE IS."

T Y aried dver b r..'::n':l.i'r,l o 'E.f- | !.l_p iy,
Larry Myers.




